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Application Check List
In order to facilitate your application, it is extremely important that you submit the application with all the required forms etc. completed.

We only review complete applications.

X off the enclosed items:

(
Payment of $ 50.00 application fee. 
(
Payment of $ 110.00 annual membership fee if your renewal is in the same month as the credentials service
(Cash, check, money order, VISA, MasterCard, Discover or AMEX accepted. 

You may make one payment for the fees)
(
Recent color photo (2” X 2”; quality headshot only)
(
Pastor/church official recommendation

(
Upgrade application

(
Self addressed stamped envelope (1 “Forever” stamp)

(Address where you can receive notification)
Print name the way you want it to appear on the certificate

____________________________________________________________

During the credentials service you will have assigned seating.

If married, should we reserve a seat for your spouse next to you:  YES(   NO(
CFN FELLOWSHIP OF MINISTERS AND CHURCHES

Ministerial Credentials

Two levels of credentials are offered by the CFN-FMC:
 MINISTERS LICENSE:
*  
The License to Minister is granted to those who have demonstrated both a calling and an ability to minister. They shall give evidence of being actively engaged and have purposed to give themselves wholly to the propagation of the Gospel.


SCOPE OF MINISTRY:

Persons holding a Minister’s License have been given authority to preach, to perform all the essential duties of pastoral and evangelistic ministry, administration of the ordinances of the Church and, specifically, authority to solemnize marriage vows in conformity with the laws of the state. 
These licenses will be reviewed annually by the Credentials Committee.

ORDINATION:

*
Ordination may be granted to those involved with a definable primary ministry over an extended period and who devote a significant amount of time to such ministry. The candidate for Ordination should also have demonstrated maturity in character and attitude and be sound in doctrine and Biblical knowledge. Accepted candidate shall be ordained by the laying on of hands by a presbytery composed of ordained ministers (must have been licensed for at least 2 years). 


SCOPE OF MINISTRY:

 A person holding the Ordination credentials has been given the authority to do all the work that may be required to promote the Gospel, to preach, publish, teach, and defend the Gospel of Jesus Christ, to perform the essential duties of pastoral and evangelistic ministry, including the sacerdotal function of administering the ordinances of the Church and to solemnize marriage vows in conformity with the laws of the state.  
 Ordination credentials will be reviewed annually by the Credentials Committee.
Persons holding ministerial credentials with Christ For the Nations must maintain proper relationship and accountability with CFN FMC and remit annual renewal fees to the Fellowship of Ministers and Churches. Dues for Licensed and Ordained members are $ 110.00.

The credentials of the FMC minister whose membership falls into default will be invalid.
There is a $ 50.00 application fee to upgrade credentials
CHRIST FOR THE NATIONS
 FELLOWSHIP OF MINISTERS AND CHURCHES 

Purpose of the Fellowship

· To provide an avenue for FMC members and their spouses to relate to, strengthen and assist one another by networking together locally, nationally and internationally, and to be affirmed as an extension of the spirit, vision, character and integrity of CFN.

· To provide affiliation for ministers, churches or ministries who want to link up with the vision of Christ for the Nations to continue building the kingdom of God.  

· We seek to provide regional ministerial representatives to serve as an extension of CFN and the FMC.

· To perpetuate CFN vision and purpose through prayer, finances, recruitment and ministerial example.

· To provide for our members and others, annual conferences and ongoing educational seminars on national and regional levels.

Statement of Faith

CFN FMC holds to the Statement of Faith espoused by Christ For the Nations while recognizing the diversity of beliefs among Spirit-filled Christians of scriptural integrity.  Therefore, we open the arms of this Fellowship to include and embrace all who hold to the foundational truths of the Christian faith.
1. The One True God: There is one living and true God, eternally existent in three persons: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit (Deut. 6:4; Matt. 28:19).

2. The Scriptures Inspired:  The Bible is the only infallible, inspired, authoritative, written Word of God (2 Tim. 3:16).

3. The Deity of the Lord Jesus Christ: We believe in the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, in His virgin birth, in His sinless life, in His miracles, in His vicarious and atoning death, in His bodily resurrection, in His ascension to the right hand of the Father, in His personal future return to this Earth in power and glory to rule a thousand years (John 1:1).

4. Original Sin and the Fall of Man: We believe that man, created in the image of God, by voluntary disobedience fell into the depths of sin and iniquity, therefore passing on sin’s nature and consequences to all mankind, with their accompanying loss of intended meaning and purpose (Gen. 1:27; Rom. 5:12).

5. The Salvation of Man: Man's only hope of redemption and salvation from the power of sin is to willingly choose repentance and faith in the shed blood of the Lord Jesus Christ, and that it is possible for a believer to lose his or her salvation by willfully turning away from the provisions of salvation which Christ has made. Salvation is a free gift from God and is available to any and all who call upon the Name of the Lord (Acts 4:12; Rom. 5:8‑13, 15; 10:9, 13; Jas. 1:21; Eph. 2:8; Heb. 3:12, 6:4-6, 12:15; Matt. 13:22; 2 Tim. 4:10; 1 Tim. 1:19).
6. The Church and its Mission: We believe in the Great Commission to go into all the world to make disciples (Matt. 28:19).

7. The Ordinances of the Church: 
a. Baptism in water in the Name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  All who repent of their sins and believe in Christ as Savior and Lord are to be baptized.  This is a declaration to the world that they identify with Christ in His death and have been raised with Him in newness of life (Matt. 28:19; Mark 16:16; Acts 10:47, 48; Rom. 6:4).

b. The Lord's Supper consisting of the elements—bread and the fruit of the vine—is the symbol expressing our sharing the Divine nature of our Lord Jesus Christ (2 Pet. 1:4), a memorial of His suffering and death (1 Cor. 11:26), and a prophecy of His second coming (1 Cor. 11:26), and is enjoined on all believers until He comes!

8. The Baptism in the Holy Spirit: The baptism of believers in the Holy Spirit with evidence by speaking with other tongues as the Spirit of God gives utterance (Acts 2:4).  With the baptism in the Holy Spirit comes power for life and service in the ministry of the Body of Christ. We believe in corporate prayer with the believer’s prayer language. (Luke 24:49; Acts 1:4, 8; 2:11; 10:46; 1 Cor. 12:1‑31).  
9. Divine Healing: Divine healing was provided for all in the Old Testament (Ex. 15:22‑26; Ps. 103:1‑3; Isa. 53:4, 5) and in the New Testament it is an integral part of the Gospel (Matt. 8:16, 17; Acts 5:16; Jas. 5:14‑16).

10. The Final Judgment: We believe that all shall stand before the judgment seat of Christ: the redeemed to be delivered unto everlasting life, and the unrepentant unto everlasting punishment (Rev. 20:11, 12; 2 Cor. 5:10).
11. Marriage, Gender and Sexuality. Christ For The Nations and CFN FMC fully embrace the teachings of the traditional biblical view with regard to the goodness of our sexuality, the importance of chastity and the place of heterosexual marriage as God’s intended context for complete sexual expression to occur (Gen.2:21-24.)
CFN FMC believes that God wonderfully and immutably creates each person as male or female. These two distinct, complementary genders together reflect the image and nature of God. (Gen 1:26-27.)

Rejection of one’s biological sex is a rejection of the image of God within that person.

We also believe that the term “marriage” has only one meaning: the uniting of one man and one woman in a single, exclusive union, as delineated in Scripture. (Gen 2:18-25.) We believe that God intends sexual intimacy to occur only between one man and one woman, who are married to each other. (1 Cor 6:18; 7:2-5; Heb 13:4.) We believe that God has commanded that no intimate sexual activity be engaged in outside of a marriage between one man and one woman.

Therefore, any form of sexual immorality, including adultery, fornication, homosexual behavior, bisexual conduct, bestiality, incest, and use of printed, videoed, or virtual pornography is sinful (Matt 15:18-20; 1 Cor 6:9-10.) 

We define adultery as the turning of one’s intimate affections to someone other than the spouse. Sometimes, but not always, these affections culminate in sexual activity. Fornication includes any form of sexual intercourse, oral sex or any physical contact producing sexual stimulation.

We believe that in order to preserve the function and integrity of CFN FMC, and to provide a biblical role model to the members of CFN FMC and the community, it is imperative that all members of CFN FMC, those employed by CFN FMC in any capacity, or who serve as volunteers, agree to and abide by this Statement on Marriage, Gender, and Sexuality. (Matt 5:16; Phil 2:14-16; 1 Thess 5:22.)

We believe that God offers redemption and restoration to all who confess and forsake their sin, seeking His mercy and forgiveness through Jesus Christ. (Acts 3:19-21; Rom 10:9-10; 1 Cor 6:9-11.)

We believe that every person must be afforded compassion, love, kindness, respect, and dignity. (Mark12:28-31; Luke 6:31.) Hateful and harassing behavior or attitudes directed toward any individual are to be repudiated and are not in accord with Scripture nor the doctrines of CFN FMC.

CFN Fellowship of Ministers and Churches
Application for Upgrade
Name: 
Address:





City:



      State:
Zip:

Phone (Daytime):





(Evening):
E-Mail:                                                                      Cell:____________________________________ 
Date of Birth: (mm/dd/yyyy)________________Country:____________________________________
Marital Status: ( Single   ( Married   ( Separated   ( Divorced    ( Widowed

If married, name of spouse:



Date of ceremony (MM/DD/YYYY):

All answers must be submitted as a computer printout.
(only “boxes” ( may be filled in by pen)
Every applicant who desires to upgrade ministerial credentials must complete this questionnaire.

You may also answer the questions using word processor by typing out the question then answering it.

1) Why are you applying to upgrade your credentials at this time?

2) Have you been actively engaged in regular public ministry?     YES(   NO(
How long?

3)
      What ministry or organization are you currently actively involved with?
Name of Ministry:

Address:





City:



    State:
Zip:   
Phone:






Person in charge:





E:mail:_______________________________ Web address:________________________________
4)
Please state the vision of the ministry with which you are involved.
5)
Describe in detail the ministry activities you have been involved with since receiving your minister’s license. 
How long were/are you involved with the different activities? 
What results have you seen?

6)
How many hours are you involved with ministry weekly (average)?

7)
Are the activities in which you currently are involved voluntary or do you receive remuneration?

8)
Describe how your calling has unfolded/developed since you first received your credentials.

8)
What are your immediate (within the next year) goals for life and ministry? Please be specific.

9)
What are your long term goals? Please be specific.

10)
Describe with detail how you have matured in character and maturity since receiving the minister’s license.
11)
Describe how you have grown in biblical knowledge and understanding (list books you have read, classes taken, conferences attended, outreaches etc.)
12)
Have you read the Bible in its entirety (not necessarily in sequential order)? YES(   NO(
13)
Having read the complete Statement of Faith on page 4, are you in agreement with all points  listed?  YES (  
 NO (    Initial:________
14)
Give references of two persons to whom you are accountable, and whom you have known for at least 12 months (name, position, complete address, phone numbers, e-mail).
I understand that credentials given by Christ For The Nations are only valid as long as I maintain my membership with CFN Fellowship of Ministers and Churches. I understand that it is my responsibility to renew my membership annually.     YES (   Initial here:
Submitting and signing this application indicates that you agree with our purpose and statement of faith and that you intend to do your best to be an active, supporting member of the Fellowship. You agree to servant leadership while demonstrating personal integrity, moral purity, financial responsibility and ethical standards of Christian conduct.  Furthermore you agree that should you withdraw from the CFN FMC, fail to renew membership or have your membership removed for just cause, you will return your CFN FMC wallet-sized ID card, Membership Certificate and “Certificate of License To Preach” or “Certificate of Ordination” to the CFN FMC office within 30 days of request to do so. 
Applicant’s Signature__________________________________________________Date____/____/___
CFN FELLOWSHIP OF MINISTERS AND CHURCHES

Pastors/Ministry Leaders Recommendation
Credentials applicant (name):_________________________________________________________

To the applicant: if your pastor is your parent, spouse or other family member, ask another member of the church’s pastoral staff to complete this form.

TO THE PASTOR:  The above named is applying to upgrade their credentials to Ordination with Christ For The Nations Fellowship of Ministers and Churches. Serious consideration will be given to your comments. Thank you for your consideration.

Pastor’s Name ____________________________________________________________________________________                                                

Position_____________________________ Church Name_________________________________________________ 

Address__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City___________________________State_____________Postal Code______________Country___________________
Phone # _____________________ E-mail______________________________Website:__________________________
1) How long have you known the applicant ? (Must be12 months or longer.) _____________________________
2) How well do you know him/her ? (Please check one.)

□ Very well, pastoral relationship

□ Fairly well, numerous personal contacts

□ Casually, few personal contacts

□ By name/sight

3) In what form of Christian service has the applicant participated regularly ? ____________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
4) Please indicate what you consider to be the applicant’s strenghts :__________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
5) Do you know of any weaknesses of which we should be aware ?___________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
6) Please evaluate the applicant in regards to the following categories (please mark with an X):

	Personal and ministerial traits:
	Excellent
	Above average
	Average
	Below average
	Poor
	Not observed

	Reliable: dependable, responsible
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Maturity: personal development, ability to cope with life situations
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Motivation: genuineness and depth of commitment
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Judgment: ability to analyze a problem
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Oral expression: clarity, coherence
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Financial responsibility: stewardship
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Interpersonal relations: rapport, cooperation, attitudes toward supervision
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Empathy: sensitivity to the needs of others
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Work habits: stamina, conscientiousness, perseverance, resourcefulness, initiative
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Leadership: creative thought, curiosity, self-confidence
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Personal appearance: cleanliness, grooming
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Respectable: honesty, life in order, good character
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Wisdom: good judgment in dealing w. people and their problems
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Hospitable: friendly, generous reception and treatment of friends and strangers alike
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Able to teach: able to encourage and exhort people to believe and live according to the Bible
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Gentle: seeks peace and is not easily provoked
	
	
	
	
	
	


7) If married, how would you describe the applicants relationship to spouse and any children?_______________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
8) What, in your estimation, qualifies the applicant for ministerial credentials ?___________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

PLEASE CHECK ONE :

□  I highly recommend     □ I recommend     □ I recommend with reservation   □ I cannot recommend
Signature :__________________________________________________  Date :_____________________
Please return this completed form to :
Christ For The Nations Fellowship of Ministers and Churches, 3404 Conway St. Dallas, TX 75224

or fax to : 214-302-6477 (our direct fax line) or give back to applicant in sealed envelope.
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